
Transplant
J o u r n a l  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a

Volume 28  Number 1  April 2019

O f f i c i a l  j o u r n a l  o f  t h e  T r a n s p l a n t  N u r s e s ’  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n c .

Learning and progressions



		

Journal of the Transplant 
Nurses’ Association Inc.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

President
Katherine Bateman
Email: president@tna.asn.au 
info@tna.asn.au

Secretary
Christine Ellis
Tel: (03) 8396 8868
Email: secretary@tna.asn.au 
info@tna.asn.au

Treasurer
Julie Pavlovic 
Tel: (03) 9496 3972 
Fax: (03) 9496 3487 
Email: treasurer@tna.asn.au 
info@tna.asn.au

Editor
Myra Sgorbini
Tel: (02) 9515 5438
Fax: (02) 9515 7097
Email: TJAeditor@tna.asn.au

ISSN 1323-5109

Published by

Cambridge Media on behalf of the 
Transplant Nurses’ Association Inc.
10 Walters Drive
Osborne Park, WA 6017
Tel: (08) 6154 3911
Web: www.cambridgemedia.com.au

Copy Editor 
Rachel Hoare

Graphic Designer 
Gordon McDade

Disclaimer: Neither the Transplant Nurses’ 
Association nor the Editorial Board of the TJA 
assumes responsibility for the opinions expressed 
by the authors. The description of products and 
acceptance of advertising does not indicate or 
imply endorsement by the Association.
Our gratitude and special thanks to Novartis and 
the Australian Organ and Tissue Authority who are 
currently the two TNA sponsors who support the 
TNA and its activities.

CONTENTS

J O U R N A L  S U B M I S S I O N  D E T A I L S  F O R  2 0 1 9

For 2019 the Transplant Journal of Australasia (TJA) will be produced in April, August and December.
Papers are submitted to the Editorial Board, which provides feedback to the author prior to publishing. All 
papers will be sub-edited to journal style before publication — please refer to the Guidelines for Authors for 
more details on this and for detailed submission information.

Transplant Nurses’ Association website: 

www.tna.asn.au

1Volume 28 Number 1 — April 2019

T R A N S P L A N T  J O U R N A L  O F  A U S T R A L A S I A

TNA National Executive report	 2
Susan Virtue

Editorial	 3 
	 Learning and progressions

Myra Sgorbini

Guest editorial
	 The Victorian Liver Transplant Unit — 30 years young	 4

Tracey Hughes

Astellas Practice Development Travel Grant Report
	� Where to from here: an exploration of models and 	 8 

processes of organ and tissue donation in the 
United States of America
Alison Hodak

Articles
	� Reflections on Australian DCD lung donation	 15 

and transplant journey 
�Report from the 38th Annual Meeting — International 
Society for Heart and Lung Transplantation, 
Nice, France: 11–14 April 2018
A/ Prof Bronwyn Levvey

	 “I’m a renal transplant coordinator”	 20
Tania Burns, Anna McGovern, Emma Van Hardeveld, 
Julie Haynes Julie Reynolds, Kerry Dole, Kim Pickering, 
Paul Robertson, Tarryn Isard

Astellas Practice Development Travel Grant Report
	� Pancreas transplantation — a week in the Pancreas 	 27 

Transplant Unit at the Churchill Hospital, Oxford 
University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

	 Toni Radford

Diary dates 	 32

Editorial Board	 33

State Executive	 36

Guidelines for authors	 37

ASTELLAS FIT FOR LIFE AD_A4_3/17.indd   1 30/03/2017   5:14 pm



T R A N S P L A N T  J O U R N A L  O F  A U S T R A L A S I A

2 Volume 28 Number 1 — April 2019

T N A  N A T I O N A L  E X E C U T I V E  R E P O R T

Susan Virtue

I would like to formally introduce myself to you 
as the incoming National President. Some of 
you may know me as the trivia question reader 
who ran around the ballroom in between the 
entrée and mains at last year’s annual Transplant 
Nurses’ Association Conference in Sydney.

But I have a little more to me than that! I completed 
my nursing degree in 2000, but it wasn’t until 
moving to the UK where I became involved with 
hepatology and then transplantation. During this 
time, I completed a further diploma in hepatology 
and attended many liver-related conferences in 
the UK and Europe.

Returning to Australia in 2010, I started working in the AW 
Morrow Gastroenterology and Liver Centre and transplant 
ward at the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital (RPA) as an RN and 
hepatitis C nurse. Here I received the best of both worlds, 
attending to the transplant inpatients and learning the RPA 
way of caring for this challenging group. I also worked in 
the clinic, predominantly working with hepatitis C patients, 
doing clinical trials and fibroscans.

In 2012, I then took on the role of nurse unit manager of 
the transplant ward and held this position for six years. For 
that time, my main focus was on management and last year 

felt it was time to return to a more clinical role 

and I’m now a clinical nurse consultant in a 

liver transplant coordinator role. Near to a year 

completed in this role and I am enjoying seeing 

this side of transplantation.

I enjoy being active in the promotion of 

transplantation within the hospital and out, as 

well as attending and delivering presentations 

in various conferences, nationally and 

internationally. I have been a member of the 

Transplant Nurses’ Association since 2011 and 

have been on the state executive committee for over four 

years. During this time, I have thoroughly enjoyed meeting 

many of our members, both local and interstate at varied 

conferences and educational experiences that the TNA 

offers. I have always valued the knowledge and experience 

that you all have to offer and enthusiasm for this association.

I would like to thank Kat Bateman, the preceding president, 

for your service and for your continued efforts in supporting 

the National Executive for 2019, and me in my inaugural 

year as President. The efforts that you, Chris Ellis and Julie 

Pavlovic have made are well noted and appreciated, and I 

am looking forward to learning and participating in the TNA 

at a national level with you all.




